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Miracles of South Africa – Eastern Cape 

Travel to the soul of the Eastern Cape, meeting the human 

miracles who shaped South Africa 

 
Tour Duration: 8 nights, 9 days 

 

Pricing: ZAR32 000/US$2,800/ GB£1,900/ €2,400 per person sharing (fully-guided) 

 

Included: all accommodation at B&B tariff, all local transport, all guiding. 

 

Excluded: tips/gratuities, lunch and dinner 

 

Star Grading: 4* and 5* guesthouse and boutique hotel 

 

Guided/Self-Guided: Fully Guided (option to be self-guided) 

 

Fitness Level: Low – walking a maximum of 2km a day 

 

 
The ‘Hole in the Wall’, near Coffee Bay, Eastern Cape. 

  



 

Personalised, ethical, African journeys 
 

 

 

 

 

 

www.whereitallbegan.co.za 

26 Brunswick Road Tamboerskloof Cape Town 

Cell + 27 72 136 9096 Office +27 21 424 5347 

Skype: philrendel 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 

• Visit the homes and legacy of Steven Biko, Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu and Chief 

Makana by highly informed, certified guides who themselves are born in and live in the 

area. 

• Experience the majesty of the Eastern Cape coastline, traditional villages, historical 

settler towns and finally round off with a safari at the world-famous Greater Addo Park 

• Meet local people touched by the lives and legacy of our home-grown miracles and learn 

from their stories 

• Minimum four-star standard accommodation, boutique hotels or guesthouses. 

• Open dates year-round, no minimum number in the group. 

• World-class food and wine throughout the trip with scheduled lunch stops at interesting 

and unusual places 

• Option to be fully guided, partially guided and self-guided as you choose 

• Fully customisable to your preferences: choose more or less guiding, add on additional 

locations before and after the journey. 

 

 

 
The British Kaffraria Bank building in King William’s Town (Day 4) 
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Miracles of South Africa – Eastern Cape 
OVERVIEW 

Welcome to the Miracles of South Africa Adventure!  Your adventure starts at King Shaka Airport in 

Durban, where you’ll be met by your guide, Velile Ndlumbini, and driven to your Mthatha. You’ll 

spend two nights in this area visiting the sites of the Mandela legacy. From there, we visit the Wild 

Coast staying right at the sea front at Prana Lodge and again spend two nights, only this time 

engaging with Steven Biko’s legacy in and around King William’s Town.  From Prana Lodge, we’ll visit 

the ‘City of Saints’, the historic town of Grahamstown where you’ll learn of the legacy of Chief 

Makana.  Finally we end off on safari at Greater Addo National Park with two nights at The Elephant 

House. On your last day, you’ll be transported to Port Elizabeth Airport. 

 

A day-by-day itinerary is included at the end of this document.  Please note this trip forms part of a 

larger itinerary that includes a further seven days in KwaZulu Natal (to start) and another seven days 

in the Western Cape (to end).  However, we can customize the trip to your preferences at any stage: 

you can include e-bikes, more or less guiding, different accommodation choices or shorter rides as 

you see fit. 

 

We wish you a most enjoyable trip! 
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ACCOMMODATION AND ACTIVITIES DAY-BY-DAY 

 

DAYS 1 & 2 

Drive from Durban to Mthatha 

Guided walking tour of Kokstad 

Stay at The Mayfair Hotel, Mthatha 

Guiding tour of Mandela legacy sites 

Stay at The Mayfair Hotel, Mthatha 

 

DAYS 3 & 4  

Drive from Mthatha to Cintsa (near East London) 

Afternoon at the beach/river 

Stay at Prana Lodge, Cintsa  

Guiding tour of Biko legacy sites 

Stay at Prana Lodge, Cintsa  

 

DAY 5 & 6  

Drive from Cintsa to Grahamstown 

Guided tour of Makana legacy sites 

Stay at 8A Grahamstown, Grahamstown 

Guided tour of Egazini 

Stay at 8A Grahamstown, Grahamstown 

 

DAY 7 & 8  

Drive from The Elephant House, Addo 

Safari in Greater Addo National Park 

Stay at The Elephant House, Addo 

Safari in Greater Addo National Park 

Stay at The Elephant House, Addo 

 

DAY 9 

Transfer to Port Elizabeth Airport 

 

Each stop can be extended by another night in order to make the most of what each location offers: 

for example The Elephant House is very close to the Sunday’s River for kayaking and near the 

beautiful Sunshine Coast for beach horse-riding and surfing. 

 

Please click on the above links to see our suggested route, including lunch stops. 

For a map of the entire itinerary, have a look at this link.  

 

Note also that the accommodation and amount of guiding versus self-guiding can be adjusted to suit 

your budget. 
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DAY 1 and DAY 2 -  THE MANDELA MIRACLE 

THE MAYFAIR HOTEL: (2 nights) 

MTHATHA 

 
Tel nr: +27 (0) 87 550 2639      www.mayfairhotel.co.za 

 

 
One of the rooms at The Mayfair Hotel, Mthatha 

You'll be collected from King Shaka Airport in Durban by Velile Ndlumbini, your guide for the 

next six days.  It's a long drive of five hours from Durban to Mthatha, so we'll break it up 

with a visit to Kokstad, a small town at the slopes of the Drakensberg Mountains almost on 

the border between KwaZulu Natal and the Eastern Cape.  We'll take a tour of town, 

learning of the history of the Griqua people and Adam Kok III who founded the town. 

We’ll arrive at The Mayfair Hotel in Mthatha that evening: this brand new (built in 2016) 

four-star hotel has really set the bar high for this part of the country. 

The following morning, we'll set off on the trail of Nelson Mandela.  Born in to a poor rural 

family but raised through a stroke of fate as a member of the royal amaThembu household, 

Mandela was both a cowherd, a stick fighter, a royal prince and a pupil of a missionary 

primary school (where he acquired the name 'Nelson').  You'll visit the sites of Nelson 

Mandela’s early childhood, his training as a prince and visit the site of his burial. There will 
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also be time to appreciate the full scale of his legacy at the Nelson Mandela Museum in the 

centre of town. 

 
The drive on Day 1 – Durban to Mththa via Kokstad 
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DAY 3 and DAY 4 – THE STEVE BIKO MIRACLE 

PRANA LODGE: (2 nights) 

NEWLANDS 

 
Tel nr: +27 (0) 21 657 4500      www.pranalodge.co.za 

 

 
Prana Lodge, Cintsa, with magical views over the Indian Ocean  

After breakfast at The Mayfair, you'll be collected again by your guide and driven to your 

next loding, Prana Lodge.  Set high on the sand dunes above the Indian Ocean and near to 

the river mouth of the Cintsa River, this splendid five-star retreat will be welcome after the 

drive through the Eastern Cape countryside. You'll have time to take in the views, swim in 

the pool and stroll through the town of Cintsa. 

The following morning, Velile will collect you again and you'll be taken to King William's 

Town, the birthplace and resting place of the great Steven Biko.  Biko founded the Black 

Consciousness Movement, around the time that Martin Luther King and Malcolm X were at 

the peak of their activities in the USA.  Similarly to other iconic black leaders of his time, the 

BCM was not a racial movement, seeing all races as equal, but that some races set out to 

oppress others.  Biko's most famous work, 'I Write What I Like', a collection of his writing 

and interviews with him was only published after his death at the hands of the apartheid 

regime (who saw him as extremely dangerous).  You'll visit the splendid legacy building built 

to Biko's memory in the centre of King William's Town, as well the memorial built to him 

and visit some of the important sites of struggle in the area, which would have shaped 

Biko's thinking at the time. 
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The drive from Mthatha to Prana Lodge, Cintsa 

 

 
Steve Biko and Donald Woods, the real life duo that inspired the Richard Attenborough film ‘Cry 

Freedom’ (Courtesy http://www.sahistory.org.za) 
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DAY 5 and DAY 6 -  THE MAKANA MIRACLE 
8a GRAHAMSTOWN: (1 night) 

GRAHAMSTOWN 

 
Tel nr: +27 (0) 72 159 4805     www.8agrahamstown.co.za 
 

 
The lounge and stoep at 8A Grahamstown 

After our time in the eastern half of the Eastern Cape, today we arrive in the western half, 

crossing the Great Fish River which was for many years the 'final frontier' between the 

British colonialists to the west and the isiXhosa people to the east.  Today is a relatively 

short drive, so after you've been introduced to your room at 8a Grahamstown, we'll set off 

for a light lunch on the High Street. 

We'll then take a walking tour through this beautifully preserved Victorian settler town, 

including through the campus of Rhodes University which dominates it.  You'll visit the 

cathedral and the site of the Graham's Town Journal, the oldest African newspaper still in 

existence. 
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The following day, we'll take a longer, driven tour of the area, learning of the history of Chief 

Makana and the uprising that shaped the entire history of the country. In a bold move, 

Makana almost managed to defeat the British forces holding the then 'outpost' of 

Grahamstown but finally being captured and sent to Robben Island.  This tour will be lead by 

Allen Weyer of Spirits of the Past: he'll take you high into the hills above the city and show 

you the layout of the battle and explain its implications.  Afterwards, we'll travel to Fingo 

Village, formally the home of a group of the Mfingu people, to understand the significance 

of the Egazini Monument. 

 
Victorian buildings on Church Square, Grahamstown 
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Nxele Makana in a 19th century painting housed at the Albany Museum 
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DAY 7 and DAY 8 – THE CONSERVATION MIRACLE 
THE ELEPHANT HOUSE: (2 nights) 

ADDO 

 
Tel nr: +27 (0) 42 233 2462     www.elephanthouse.co.za 

 

 
 

For your last two days, we'll spend time experiencing the miracle of conservation that is Greater 

Addo National Park.   Originally known at Addo Elephant Park, it's soon going to be what is known in 

conservation circles as a 'mega-park', rivalling in size and scope such global wonders at Kruger and 

the Serengeti.  When completed, it will stretch across 3600 square km, including a mountain, bush, 

forest, dune, beach and marine section. It is planned that it will be the only park in Africa where the 

Big Seven can be seen in one park (being lion, elephant, rhino, buffalo, giraffe, Great White Shark 

and Southern Right Whale). 

To visit Addo requires the help of experienced rangers as it's so vast, so with this in mind we've used 

the services of The Elephant House.  
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Situated near the main entrance to the Addo Elephant National Park (now called Greater Addo), The 

Elephant House is a rambling colonial farmhouse with thatched roofs, offering that special style of 

colonial luxury that is unique to South Africa. Anne and Clive, the owners, have taken exceptional 

care of the place. The house is beautifully decorated, with a homely dining and sitting room, Persian 

rugs, a private art collection and lovely verandas with comfy couches to wile away your days in 

peace. 

Greater Addo is actually a collection of four smaller parks: the Addo Elephant Park, The Woody Cape 

Nature Reserve and two marine protected areas, Bird Island and St. Croix Island.  Greater Addo is 

still being built (it’s a twenty-year project) and when complete, will rival Kruger National Park in size. 

It will also be the only wildlife park in the world that will house all ‘Big Seven’ animals (lion, elephant, 

leopard, buffalo, rhinoceros, great white shark and southern right whale). 
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DAY 9 -  ADDO to THE WESTERN CAPE 
 

 
One of the bedrooms at The Elephant House 

 

On your last day, you'll be transferred to Port Elizabeth Airport from The Elephant House.  Bon Voyage 

and we'll see you in Cape Town for Miracles of the Western Cape! Thank you most sincerely for 

choosing Where It All Began to plan your Cycling Adventure!  See you again next year. 
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